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I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1881,  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  the  Gloucester  Urban  Sanitary  Authority. 

Although  1 have  hitherto  been  able  to  speak  of  the  health 
of  the  City  as  satisfactory,  I am  happy  to  be  in  a position  on 
the  present  occasion  to  report  more  favourably  than  I have 
ever  yet  been  able  to  do.  There  has  been  remarkable  diminution 
in  the  number  of  deaths  during  the  past  year.  In  1880,  these 
were  754  ; in  t88t,  635  deaths  were  registered.  Ihis  is  a con- 
siderably smaller  number  of  deaths  than  have  occurred  Avithin 
the  district  since  I have  had  the  honour  of  holding  the  appoint- 
ment of  xMedical  Officer  of  Health.  In  1875  the  deaths  were 
783;  in  1876,  734;  in  1877,  73^1  728;  in  1879, 

746  ; and  in  1880,  754. 

As  the  population  of  Gloucester,  at  the  census  of  1881, 
was  36,552,  the  death-rate  during  the  past  year  was  17.3  per 
1000. 

d'he  comparative  number  of  deaths  in  1880  and  1881,  in 
the  different  quarters  of  the  Tvo  years,  Avas — 

1880.  1881. 

Prom  January  1 to  March  31  186  ...  i77 

,,  April  I to  June  30  ...  190  •••  H5 

,,  July  I to  September  30  205  ...  133 

,,  October  i to  December  31  173  •••  ^8o 


754 


635 
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By  reference  to  the  tables  which  are  appended  to  this  report, 
it  will  be  seen  that  this  diminution  is  largely  due  to  the  small 
number  of  deaths  arising  from  zymotic  diseases  and  from  those 
of  the  respiratory  organs.  Although  it  was  my  duty  to  report 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  in  September  that  an  epidemic 
of  scarlet  fever  had  appeared,  and  although  it  continued  to  the 
close  of  the  year,  and  the  deaths  arising  from  it  were  22,  as 
there  was  only  i death  in  1881  from  measles,  and  in  1880 
there  were  41,  the  zymotic  class  of  disease  was  not  so  fatal  as 
in  the  previous  year. 

Although  the  number  of  deaths  from  scarlet  fever  amounted 
to  only  22,  the  disease  was  very  widely  spread,  and  the  number 
of  cases  of  which  I heard  was  very  considerable.  But  in  the 
very  large  majority  of  cases  the  type  was  very  mild,  so  much  so 
that  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  induce  the  parents  of  children 
who  had  been  attacked  by  it  even  to  confine  their  children 
to  the  house.  In  some  cases  I found  the  children  had  attended 
school  whilst  suffering  with  the  complaint.  Had  I been  able  to 
procure  isolation,  and  especially  if  I had  received  early  intimation 
of  the  existence  of  the  disease,  I believe  that  many  cases  would 
have  been  prevented,  and  probably  some  of  the  lives  lost  would 
have  been  preserved.  The  compulsory  notification  of  infectious 
diseases  is  a subject  which  will  probably  be  brought  before 
Parliament  during  the  present  Session.  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  are  generally  convinced  of  the  necessity  for  the 
adoption  of  some  measure  which  has  for  its  object  the 
compulsory  notification  of  disease,  although  they  are  by  no 
means  unanimous  as  to  the  best  mode  of  carrying  it  out. 
If  this  Authority  concurs  with  me  in  the  advisability  of  such 
notification  being  given,  I would  urge  the  propriety  of  a 
petition  being  presented  in  support  of  the  principle  of  such 
a Bill  as  will  shortly  be  brought  forward.  The  notifications 
of  infectious  disease  which  came  to  me  were  either  from 
the  books  of  the  Poor  Law  medical  officers,  from  the  officers 
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of  the  Charity  Organization  Society,  or  from  the  Sisters  in 
charge  of  the  Children’s  Hospital  in  Hare  Lane,  or  from 
members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee.  The  houses  were 
immediately  visited  either  by  the  Inspector  or  myself,  and  we 
found  that  in  many  cases  the  children  attacked  had  been  but 
slightly  ill,  and  were  convalescent,  and  were  spreading  infection 
by  not  having  been  kept  isolated  long  enough  for  the  peeling 
skin  to  have  been  completely  removed.  If  compulsory  notifi- 
cation of  the  appearance  of  the  complaint  had  been  in  force,  I 
should  have  had  the  opportunity  of  checking  its  spread  at  its 
commencement.  Until  some  means  of  obtaining  early  infor- 
mation are  provided  for  Sanitary  Authorities,  it  is  impossible 
adequately  to  cope  with  epidemics  of  serious  diseases,  such  as 
scarlatina  and  small  pox.  In  all  cases  of  epidemic  disease 
of  which  I had  cognizance  the  houses  at  which  parents  resided 
were  visited  by  the  Inspector  and  myself,  and  we  took  every 
available  precaution  to  check  its  spread. 

The  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  has  only  been  occupied 
by  one  patient  during  the  last  year,  and  that  was  by  a domestic 
servant  attacked  with  scarlet  fever.  She  was  in  the  hospital 
for  2 1 days,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  being  perfectly  well,  and 
having  been  thoroughly  disinfected,  she  was  removed  to  her 
home  in  the  country. 

The  necessity  for  a complete  Disinfecting  Chamber  has 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and  I trust 
that,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Surveyor,  it  will  shortly  be 
erected. 

Whilst  the  number  of  deaths  had  diminished  during  the  last 
year,  the  number  of  births  registered  is  also  somewhat  less, 
having  been  1264  in  1880,  and  1252  in  1881. 
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JVaie?-  Supply. — I am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  during 
the  past  year  works  have  been  commenced  and  are  still  being 
carried  out  which  are  likely  to  be  completely  successful  in 
providing  an  additional  supply  of  water  for  the  use  of  the  city. 
If  it  were  necessary  to  give  a further  reason  in  addition  to  those 
quoted  in  previous  reports  for  an  additional  water  supply,  it 
would  be  found  in  the  fact  that  during  the  past  year  there  have 
been  279  houses  connected  with  the  city  mains. 

In  other  directions  I am  glad  to  report  that  the  past  year 
has  been  one  of  progress  in  sanitary  matters  in  our  city.  An 
attempt  which  has  every  likelihood  of  being  successful  if  per- 
sistently carried  out,  has  been  made  to  improve  the  condition 
of  the  sewers,  and  to  remove  the  nuisance  caused  by  the 
previously  existing  ventilators,  by  the  erection  of  ventilating 
pipes  carried  up  the  sides  of  houses  where  permission  had 
been  obtained  to  erect  them,  to  such  a height  above  the  roofs 
as  would  convey  deleterious  gases  where  they  would  cease  to  be 
noxious.  Mr.  Read  informs  me  that  during  last  year  twenty  of 
these  shafts  have  been  erected,  and  that  since  the  close  of  that 
period  others  have  been  ordered  by  the  Authoritv.  And  I may 
also  mention  that  many  private  houses  have  had  similar 
additions  affixed  to  them. 

It  is  also  probable  that  the  District  will  shortly  be  relieved 
of  the  nuisance  arising  from  the  Still  Ditch.  Negotiations  have 
been  commenced  between  this  Authority  and  the  Rural  Sanitary 
Authority ; the  result  of  which,  it  is  expected,  will  be  that  joint 
action  will  be  taken  by  these  two  bodies  to  construct  a common 
means  of  conveying  sewage  matter  from  the  city  boundary  in 
the  Bristol  Road  to  an  outlet  below  the  weir  in  the  rivei. 

Slaughter-Houses.—T\\^^t  are  constantly  visited  by  the 
Inspectoi  and  myself.  I have  had  but  little  to  complain  of, 
as  far  as  the  carrying  out  of  legal  requirements  is  concerned. 
But  it  is  obvious  that  both  in  the  interests  of  sanitary  require- 


7 


ments  and  of  those  of  humanity,  the  erection  of  public 
Slaughter-houses  would  be  a considerable  advance  both  as 
regards  the  abatement  of  nuisances  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
District,  and  as  a means  of  preventing  suffering  to  animals. 

The  Meat  and  Fish  Markets  and  the  Hide  and  Skin  depots 
have  been  under  constant  supervision.  The  quality  of  the  meat 
in  the  market  has  been  good,  and  I believe  that  the  butchers 
have  been  somewhat  stimulated  to  keep  up  the  quality  by  the 
extensive  introduction  of  American  meat  into  the  city. 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  Act. — I have  inspected  these 
buildings,  and  Mr.  Allen,  the  Inspector,  has  done  so  frequently, 
in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Act. 

Returns. — The  returns  of  sickness  from  which  my  tables  have 
been  compiled  were,  as  heretofore,  made  up  from  the  books  of  the 
Medical  Officers  of  the  Poor  Law  Union,  and  from  those  of  the 
Infirmary  and  the  Children’s  Hospital.  Those  relating  to  births 
and  deaths  were  supplied  to  me  by  Registrars  of  the  district. 

The  sanitary  work  which  has  been  performed  by  Mr.  Allen 
and  myself  during  the  past  year  has  been  submitted  to  the 
meetings  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  of  the  Authority,  from  the 
members  of  which  body  I have  received  much  valuable 
assistance,  both  with  regard  to  the  existence  of  sickness,  and  in 
carrying  out  the  duties  of  my  office.  For  their  assistance,  and 
for  the  uniform  kindness  with  which  they  have  treated  me,  I 
beg  to  offer  my  warmest  thanks. 

In  conclusion,  I have  to  express  my  great  regret  at  the  late 
period  at  which  my  report  is  presented.  At  the  period  at  which 
it  ought  to  have  been  compiled  I was  very  unwell,  and  at  the 
date  of  the  meeting  fixed  for  my  submitting  it  to  the  members 
I was  confined  to  my  bed. 

JOHN  P.  WILTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Gloucester  Urban  Sanitary  Authority. 
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TABLE  OF  BIRTHS 

RECUSTRRED  IN  THE  GLOUCESTER  URBAN  DISTRICT 

IN  i88i. 


MALES. 

FEMALES. 

Eroiii  lanuary  i to  March  31 

..  181 

..  I5I 

,,  April  I ,,  June  30  

..  152 

1— ( 

0 

,,  July  I ,,  September  30  . 

..  166 

...  145 

,,  Octrrber  i ,,  December  31  . 

••  147 

• 174 

646 

..  610  Total  1256 

TABLE  OF  SICKNESS 

Amongst  Paupers  belonging  to  the  Urban  District  treated  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  the 
Union;  and  of  other  persons  belonging  to  the  District  treated  as  In  or  Out-Patients  at 
the  Gloucestei  General  Infirmary,  the  Children  s Hospital,  and  at  the  Hospital  for  Infectious 
Diseases. 


PAUl'ERS. 

IN-PATIE.\TS. 

OCT-P.ATIENTS. 

Under 

5 years 
of  age. 

Over 

5 years 
of  age. 

Under 

5 years 
of  age. 

Over 

5 years 
of  age. 

Under 

5 years 
of  age. 

Over 

5 years 
of  age. 

All  cases  of  sickness  and  disease 

163 

876 

44 

422 

704 

2176 

Small  Pox 

6 

2 

Measles  .., 

2 

10 

I 

I 

Chicken  Pox 

4 

6 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

22 

8 

Diphtheria 

I 

Croup  ... 

• . • 

. . 

5 

Whooping  Cougii 

24 

13 

73 

7 

Enteric  P'ever  ... 

Other  forms  of  Fever  ... 

•-> 

J 

18 

16 

3 

2 

Diarrhoea 

29 

37 

I 

71 

15 

2 

Rheumatic  Fever 

I 

7 

14 

2 

Erysipelas 

I 

22 

I 

I 

2 

Pyaemia  ... 

• « • 

I 

Ague 

. . . 

I 

Phthisis... 

Bronchitis,  Pleurisy,  and  Pneu- 

21 

15 

I 

0 

monia ... 

15 

59 

5 

24 

60 

53' 

Heart  Disease  ... 

6 

10 

Q 

Injuries  ... 

. . . 

44 

10 

108 

57 

543 

Other  Diseases  ... 

61 

630 

28 

226 

417 

1539 
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TABLE  OF  DEATHS 

WITHIN  THE  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF  GLOUCESTER  IN  i88i. 


AGES  AT  DEATH. 

SEXES. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Under 

1 

1 

and 

under 

5 

5 • 

and 

under 

20 

20 

and 

under 

40 

40  j 

and 

under 

60 

60 

and 

under 

80 

Over 

80 

! 

Males  Eemls 

! 

Total 

Class  1.— Zymotic  Diseases 

Order  E — IMiasmatic  Diseases  . . 

20 

23 

10 

4 

5 

6 

1 

1 

39 

1 

30 

I 

69 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

3 

14 

5 

1 

15 

7 

22 

Hooping  Cough 

6 

8 

I 

i 

6 

9 

15 

Measles 

T 

I 

I 

Croup 

, , 

1 

I 

1 

I 

I 

2 

Enteric  Fever  .. 

2 

3 

I 

4 

2 

6 

Diarrhoea 

9 

I 

5 

5 

10 

Diphtheria 

I 

I 

I 

Erysipelas 

I 

2 

2 

I 

2 

4 

6 

Rheumatism 

* 

I 

2 

3 

5 

I 

6 

Order  2. — Enthetic  . . 

5 

1 

.. 

.. 

4 

2 

6 

Sj'philis 

5 

* ‘ 

. • 

3 

2 

5 

Strictui'e  of  Urethra  . . 

I 

I 

I 

Order  1.. — Dietetic 

4 

1 

. . 

3 

2 

5 

Alcoholism 

• • 

I 

I 

I 

Malnutrition 

4 

2 

4 

Class  II. — Constitutional 
Diseases. 

Order  I.— Diathetic 

1 

4 

6 

9 

12 

1 

9 

24 

33 

Anoemia 

I 

I 

2 

2 

Dropsy  . . 

I 

I 

I 

4 

I 

2 

6 

8 

Cancer  . . 

I 

5 

8 

8 

4 

18 

22 

Gangrene 

I 

T 

1 

Order  2. — Tcbercular 

19 

6 

20 

29 

13 

3 

38 

52 

90 

Tuberculosis 

3 

I 

I 

3 

4 

Tabes  Mesenterica 

14 

2 

4 

13 

7 

20 

Hydrocephalus 

2 

3 

I 

6 

6 

Phthisis 

I 

7 

25 

1 1 

0 

0 

20 

27 

47 

Meningitis 

7 

I 

3 

5 

8 

Peritonitis 

I 

J 

2 

I 

3 

4 

'I'ubercular  Mesenteric  Glands 

j 

1 

1 •• 

I 

I 

Carried  forward 

48 

j 30 

34 

1 

41 

27 

1 

j 2 

1 93 

no 

: 203 
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TABLE  OF  DEATHS 

WITHIN  THE  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF  GLOUCESTER  IN  i88i, 

CONTINUED. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

AGES 

AT  DEATH. 

SEXES. 

Under 

1 

1 

and 

under 

5 

5 

and 

under 

20 

20 

and 

under 

40 

40 

and 

under 

60 

60 

and 

under 

80 

Over 

80 

Males 

Femls 

Total 

Brought  forward 

48 

30 

34 

41 

27 

21 

2 

93 

no 

203 

Class  III.— Local  Diseases. 

Order  r. — Nervous  System 

23 

6 

6 

4 

11 

27 

3 

39 

41 

80 

Apoplexy 

4 

IC 

I 

6 

9 

IS 

Paralysis 

2 

4 

15 

2 

I I 

12 

23 

Softening  of  Brain 

I 

I 

2 

2 

Brain  Disease  . . 

2 

I 

I 

I 

• • 

2 

3 

5 

Tumour  of  Brain 

I 

I 

I 

Convulsions  . . . ■ • • X 

22 

4 

2 

15 

13 

28 

Meningitis  (Acute) 

I 

I 

I 

Catalepsy 

I 

I 

I 

Laryngismas  Stridulus 

I 

I 

I 

Disease  of  Spinal  Cord 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I'etanus 

I 

• * 

I 

I 

Order  2. — Organs  OF  Circulation 

• 

1 

5 

8 

24 

2 

23 

17 

40 

Heart  Disease 

I 

3 

7 

24 

2 

21 

16 

37 

Angina  Pectoris 

L 

. • 

I 

1 

Aneurism 

I 

. . 

I 

I 

Embolism 

I 

I 

I 

Order  3. — Respiratory  Organs. 

19 

17 

6 

8 

13 

28 

7 

60 

38 

98 

Asthma  . . 

I 

2 

I 

3 

I 

4 

Pleurisy 

2 

I 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

I 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

6 

6 

12 

Bronchitis 

17 

15 

3 

2 

9 

23 

6 

47 

28 

75 

Congestion  of  Lungs 

I 

I 

I 

2 

I 

3 

Other  Forms  of  Lung  Disease 

I 

I 

I 

I 

2 

Order  4. — Digestive  Organs. 

1 

1 

2 

6 

II 

6 

2 

13 

16 

29 

Stomach  Disease 

2 

I 

, . 

I 

2 

0 

Enteritis 

I 

I 

j 

I 

Leucocythoernia 

I 

I 

I 

Disease  of  Liver 

I 

I 

8 

6 

I 

8 

9 

17 

Icterus  ..  ..  ..  ..  .%■ 

T 

I 

I 

2 

I : 

-2 

Congestion  of  Liver  . . . . 

I 

I 

I 

Hernia  . . 

I 

Disease  of  Intestines 

2 

I 

I 

2 

Carried  forward 

91 

54 

49 

64 

70 

106 

16 

228 

222 

450 

TABLE  OF  DEATHS. 


WITHIN  THE  URBAN  SANITARY 


DISTRICT  OF  (GLOUCESTER  IN  i88i, 


CONTINUED. 


CAUSES 

OF  DEAl’H 

SEXES. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH.  ^ 

Jnder 

1 i 

and  1 

5 

and 

20  ; 

and 

40  1 

and 

60 

and 

Over 

Male 

Fern  Is 

Total 

1 

under  1 

under 

under 

under' 

under 

80 

5 : 

j 

20 

40 

60 

1 

80  i 

1 

Brought  forward 

91  i 

1 ' 

54  i 

49  1 

64  i 

70 

106 

16 

228  : 

222 

0-50 

Class  III. — Local  Diseases 

1 

continued 

1 

1 

i 

24 

Order  5.  — Urinary  Organs 

1 

5 1 

12 

5 ! 

1 

19 

5 

Diabetes 

• ! 

I i 

2 

2 

0 

D 

2 

5 

Bright’s  Disease 

■ • I 

3 

9 

D 

12 

3 

15 

Disease  of  Kidney 

‘ 

I 

I 

I 

2 

Enlarged  Prostate 

1 

■■  j 

■ j 

I 

i 

Order  6. — Female  Generative 

i 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 i 

3 

3 

Organs 

Menorrhagia 

;; 

1 1 

I 1 

I 

T 

Polypus  Vagina; 

I 

• • ! 

I 

I 

Ovarian  I'umour 

I 

Order  7.  -Connecteu  with  Partu- 
rition 

2 

2 

4 

4 

Abortion 

I 

1 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Peritonitis 

I 

I 

I 

Debility  after  Childbirth 

I 

J 

I 

Order  8. — Organs  of  Locomotion 

3 

3 

1 

1 

5 

3 

8 

Chronic  Abscess 

2 

2 

3 

I 

4 

Disease  of  Spine 

• * 

I 

I 

I 

I 

2 

Necrosis  Ossis  . . 

I 

I 

I 

1 

2 

Order  9. — Malformation  .. 

2 

2 

2 

Spina  Bilida 

I 

I 

T 

Malformed  Heart 

I 

. . 

I 

I 

Class  IV. — Developmental 

Disease 

Older  I. — Diseases  of  Children  . . 

29 

3 

20 

12 

32 

Premature  Birth 

19 

, . 

12 

7 

19 

Debility  from  Birth  . . 

6 

I 

; 4 

3 

7 

Teething 

1 ^ 

2 

4 

! 2 

1 

6 

Order  2.— Diseases  of  Nutrition 

10 

3 

8 

5 

13 

Atrophy 

i 10 

3 

! 8 

1 

5 

13 

Order  3.— Diseases  of  Aged 

23 

22 

17 

28 

45 

Old  Age 

23 

j 22 

! 17 

' 28 

: 45 

Class  V. — Violent  Deaths... 

2 

4 

2 

6 

10 

6 

2 

24 

1 8 

! 32 

Burns 

I 

1 ^ 

1 I 

Scalded  . . 

I 

I 

I 

I 

2 

Drowned 

2 

I 

3 

1 

0 

0 

Accidental 

3 

2 

3 

5 

4 

2 

14 

i 5 

19 

Overlaid . . 

I 

I 

I 

Suicide  . . 

2 

1 3 

I 

5 

i ' 

6 

Not  Classified. 

9 

5 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

15 

7 

22 

Sudden — not  ascertained — or  cause 

S 

not  specified  or  ill  defined 

' 

1 

'I'otal 

. 143 

70 

57 

81 

97 

145 

42 

i ^ 

1 CO 

1 m 

{297 

!635 

MONTHLY  HEALTH  BULLETIN 

OF  THE  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF  GLOUCESTER,  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DEC.  31,  1881. 
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1 Totals 

TABLE  OF  INQUESTS 

HELD  IN  THE  CITY  OF  GLOUCESTER  DURING  THE  YEAR  i88i, 

ON  THE  BODIES  OF  PERSONS  WHO,  DURING  THEIR  LIVES,  RESIDED 
IN  THE  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Mr.  Sydney-  Turner,  the  City  Coroner,  has  been  good  enough  to  furnish  me 
with  the  list  from  ivhich  the  folloiving  is  compiled. 


DATE. 

SEX. 

AGE. 

VERDICT.  1 

l88l. 

January  5 

M. 

39 

years 

Accidental  death.  j 

,,  10 

F. 

17 

months  . . . 

Accidentally  burnt.  | 

February  18 

M. 

21 

Accidental  death. 

„ 22 

M. 

77 

years 

Shock,  caused  by  falling  down. 

,,  22 

M. 

41 

,5 

Natural  causes. 

March  2 

M. 

32 

Ditto. 

,,  14 

F. 

37 

55 

Accidental  death. 

April  I 

M. 

75 

j 5 

Suicide — Temporary  insanity. 

,,  21 

M. 

72 

5 5 . « . 

Natural  causes. 

,,  25 

F. 

56 

5 5 

Suicide — Temporary  insanity. 

„ 25 

M. 

14 

months  . . . 

Accidental  death. 

May  19 

M. 

74 

years 

Ditto. 

,,  23 

M. 

40 

55 

Ditto. 

June  3 

F. 

4 

5 5 

Ditto. 

,,  9 

M. 

32 

5 5 

Ditto. 

5 J 14 

M. 

32 

55 

Ditto. 

,,  18 

M. 

70 

55 

Natural  causes. 

21 

M. 

46 

55  ... 

Accidental  death. 

July  20 

xM. 

7 

months  . . . 

Natural  causes. 

August  4 

M. 

35 

years 

Ditto. 

n 9 

M. 

51 

5 

Suicide — Temporary  insanity. 

,,  18 

xM. 

38 

5 ... 

Ditto  ditto. 

,,  20 

M. 

2 yrs.  10  mos. 

Accidental  death. 

,,  27 

M. 

25 

years 

Ditto. 

September  2 

F. 

II 

55 

Ditto. 

,,  20 

M. 

71 

55  ... 

Found  drowned. 

,,  26 

M. 

14 

5 5 

Accidental  death. 

October  12 

M. 

20 

55 

Suicide — Temporary  insanity. 

>>  15 

M. 

50 

55 

Accidental  death. 

,,  22 

M. 

52 

5 5 

Suicide  —Temporary  insanity. 

,,  31 

F. 

Q 

months  . . . 

Natural  causes. 

n 31 

M. 

36 

years 

Ditto. 

November22 

F. 

59 

55 

Ditto. 

December  i K 

F. 

4 

55  . . . 

Accidental  death. 

,,  16 

M. 

58 

5 5 . . . 

Found  drowned. 

,,  21 

M 

53 

55 

Accidental  death. 

,,  22 

M. 

43 

5 5 

Ditto. 

,,  26 

F. 

48 

5 5 

Ditto. 

,,  29 

M. 

32 

55  . . . 

Ditto. 

PORT  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 


During  the  past  year  my  duties  as  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Port  Sanitary  Authority  have  been  unusually  light.  Although 
scarlet  fever  has  been  prevalent  in  the  country  round  Sharpness 
there  have  been  no  cases  of  that,  or  any  other  zymotic  disease 
occurring  in  vessels  arriving  or  staying  in  the  Port.  The 
admirable  care  which  is  taken  by  Captain  Calway,  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  at  Sharpness,  has  been  exercised  during  the  past 
year,  and  the  measures  which  I have  suggested  to  him  for  the 
discovery  of  cases  of  illness  have  been  steadily  carried  out,  but 
he  has  not  had  occasion  to  send  for  me  to  inspect  any  vessel. 
I had  reports  made  to  me  of  two  vessels  in  which  illness  had 
appeared,  and  which  I consider  it  advisable  to  visit.  I am 
glad  to  say  that  they  were  cases  of  slight  and  non-infectious 
illness. 

^Vith  regard  to  the  remainder  of  the  Canal,  1 have  during 
the  year  visited  seven  vessels  in  the  Basin,  and  lying  in  the 
Canal  between  Gloucester  and  Hempstead  Bridge.  In  none  of 
them  were  the  illness  of  an  infectious  character,  nor  was  there 
anything  which  calls  for  remark. 
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There  were  no  deaths  of  foreign  sailors  in  the  Infirmary 
during  i88i.  The  following  cases  from  vessels  in  the  Port 
Sanitary  District  were  treated  there  during  that  period  ; — 


NATIONALITY. 

F)LSEASE  OR  INJURY. 

Franck, 

Ununited  Fracture  of  Femur. 

Germany  ... 

...  Crushed  Finger. 

England  ... 

...  Acute  Rheumatism. 

America  ... 

Scalp  Wound. 

Germany  ... 

Intermittent  Fever. 

England  ... 

Contused  Ankle. 

Norway  ... 

Ischio-rectal  Abscess. 

? ? ... 

Disordered  liealth. 

France 

Fracture  of  External  Malleolus. 

Germany  ... 

Disordered  Health. 

5 j ... 

Rheumatism. 

5 5 ... 

...  Crushed  P'oot. 

5 5 * * * 

...  Ophthalmia. 

5 5 * * * 

Whitlow. 

England  ... 

Fractured  Tibia  and  Fibula  (double). 

Germany  ... 

...  Fractured  Tibia  and  Fibula. 

JOHN  P.  WILTON, 

Medical  Ojficer  of  Health  to  the  Gloucester 
Port  Sanitary  Authority, 

